
GENERAL SUBJECT: PROCLAIMING THE JUBILEE 

Message 3 

The Living of the Jubilee and 
the Enjoyment of Christ as the Jubilee 

Scripture Reading: Lev. 25:10­12, 19­22; Matt. 11:28; Phil. 4:5­7, 9;                   
Luke 15:23; 1 Cor. 5:8; Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1:19; 2 Cor. 12:9; 13:14; Joel                           
2:28­29, 32a; Acts 2:16­18, 21; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Tim. 2:22  

Day 1 
I. The living of the jubilee is a living in the enjoyment of                       

Christ, a living of enjoying God as our inheritance and real                     
freedom—Acts 26:18; John 8:36;  Hymns , #348: 

A. The living of the jubilee, that is, the kind of life that lives in                           
the jubilee is a life of resting in the good land and of enjoying                           
the riches of the good land—cf. Deut. 8:7­10.  

B. Our Christian life should be a life full of liberty, freedom, and                       
release, a life full of rest, satisfaction, and enjoyment:   
1. Luke 15:23 indicates that the Christian life should be a life                     

of enjoyment: “And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it,                 
and let us eat and be merry”: 
a. The result of the prodigal son’s coming back to his                   

father’s house was that he and all those in the house                     
could eat, drink, and be merry.  

b. This indicates that we should eat Christ as the                 
fattened calf, drink the life­giving Spirit, and be merry                 
in the enjoyment of the Triune God and in the riches of                       
the Father’s house. 

2. In 1 Corinthians 5:8 we see that the Christian life is a                       
feast: “Let us therefore keep the feast, not with old leaven,                     
nor with leaven of malice and evil, but with unleavened                   
bread of sincerity and truth”:  
a. The feast here refers to the feast of unleavened bread                   

as the continuation of the Passover—Exo. 12:15­20.  
b. This feast lasted for seven days, the period of a                   

complete course, signifying the entire period of our               
Christian life, from the day of our conversion to the day                     
of rapture. 

c. A feast is not a time for working; rather, it is a time for                           
eating, enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest; in the             

Christian life Christ should be our food, enjoyment,               
satisfaction, and rest. 

Day 2 

3. In Ephesians 3:8 Paul says, “To me, less than the least of                       
all saints, was this grace given, to preach to the nations                     
the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel”: 
a. The riches of Christ are what He is to us, such as light,                         

life, righteousness, and holiness, for our experience and               
enjoyment; these riches are unsearchable and           
untraceable.  

b. The Christian life is a life of enjoying the unsearchable                   
riches of Christ—cf. Rom. 10:12. 

4. In Philippians 1:19 Paul speaks of the bountiful supply of                   
the Spirit of Jesus Christ; the Christian life is a life of                       
enjoying this bountiful supply. 

Day 3 

C. To be in the jubilee is to eat the Lord Jesus as the real produce                             
of the good land, take Him as our dwelling place for our rest,                         
and be freed from the slavery of sin and from the bondage of                         
law and religion—John 6:57; Deut. 8:7­10; Col. 1:12; John 15:5;                   
Psa. 16:5; 90:1; Rom. 6:6­7; Gal. 5:1.  

D. The only way to be released from the three kinds of labor in                         
human life—the labor to be a good person, the labor of anxiety,                       
and the labor of suffering—is to take Christ as our enjoyment,                     
satisfaction, and rest—Rom. 7:24—8:2; Phil. 4:5­7; 2 Cor. 12:9. 

Day 4 

E. The Christian life should be a life full of enjoying the Lord, a                         
life full of joy and praises; when we enjoy the Lord fully, He                         
becomes our jubilee: 
1. The tone of an overcoming living is the tone of rejoicing,                     

thanking, and praising God continually—1 Thes. 5:16­18;             
Hymns , #717. 

2. The overcoming life can survive only in an environment of                   
thanksgiving and praise—v. 18; Col. 3:17; Psa. 106:12; 2                 
Chron. 20:20­22;  Hymns , #595, stanza 2. 

F. The living of the jubilee is a life in which we take God Himself,                           
Christ Himself, in every situation; then He becomes the                 
primary factor and center in us to lead us and overrule all the                         
troubles of human life—John 6:16­21; Col. 1:17b, 18b. 



Day 5 

G. Paul learned the secret of living in the jubilee, the secret of                       
gaining Christ in any kind of environment—Phil. 4:5­7, 11­13. 

H. Because everything is under His sovereignty, we should pray,                 
“Lord, fill me, gain me, and possess me. No matter what my                       
outward situation is, I just want to enjoy You.” 

Day 6 

II. In Peter’s first proclamation of the gospel, he quoted from                   
the prophet Joel and declared that we can enjoy Christ as                     
the jubilee by the jubilant practice of calling on the name                     
of the Lord—Acts 2:16­18, 21; Joel 2:28­29, 32a;  Hymns ,                 
#1083:  

A. The book of Joel reveals the intrinsic divine history within the                     
outward human history; our divine history in the midst of                   
human history is a history of calling on the name of the Lord                         
to enjoy the riches of Christ for the building up of the Body of                           
Christ as the fullness of Christ—Joel 1:1­4; Rom. 10:12­13;                 
Eph. 3:8, 19; 1:22­23. 

B. Joel’s prophecy and its fulfillment concerning God’s New               
Testament jubilee have two aspects: on God’s side, He poured                   
out His Spirit in the ascension of the resurrected Christ; on                     
our side, we call on the name of the ascended Lord, who has                         
accomplished all, attained unto all, and obtained all: 
1. Calling on the name of the Lord is vitally necessary in                     

order for us to participate in and enjoy the all­inclusive                   
Christ with all that He has accomplished, attained, and                 
obtained for our full salvation—1 Cor. 1:2; Rom. 10:12­13;                 
5:10. 

2. We can enjoy seasons of refreshing (cooling, reviving, and                 
relieving) from the presence of the Lord by calling on the                     
name of the Lord—Acts 3:20; 2:21. 

3. Jesus is the Lord’s name, and the Spirit is His person;                     
when we call, “Lord Jesus,” we receive the Spirit—1 Cor.                   
12:3b, 13. 

4. By calling on the name of the Lord, we enjoy the Spirit as                         
the application of God’s salvation to us; when we exercise                   
our spirit to call on Him, we breathe Him in and drink Him                         
to enjoy His riches; this is the real worship to God—Acts                     
2:21; Rom. 10:12­13; Lam. 3:55­56; Isa. 12:3­4; John 4:14,                 
24. 

5. By practicing to call on the name of the Lord, we can                       
continually receive the riches of the Spirit, and God fulfills                   
His promise to restore to us “the years that the...locust has                     
eaten”—Joel 2:25; Gal. 3:2, 5, 14. 

C. The book of Acts reveals that calling on the Lord’s name was a                         
sign of the Lord’s followers (1 Cor. 1:2); this calling must have                       
been audible; thus, it became a sign: 
1. The Greek word for  call on is composed of  on and  call (by                         

name); thus, it is to call out audibly, even loudly, as                     
Stephen did—Acts 7:59­60. 

2. When Stephen suffered persecution, he practiced this, and               
his practice surely impressed Saul, one of his persecutors;                 
later, the unbelieving Saul persecuted the callers by taking                 
their calling as a sign—vv. 58­60; 9:14, 21; 22:20. 

3. Immediately after Saul was caught by the Lord, Ananias,                 
who brought Saul into the fellowship of the Body of Christ,                     
charged him to be baptized, calling on the name of the                     
Lord, to show others that he too had become such a                     
caller—v. 16. 

4. Paul was one who practiced this, and he charged his young                     
co­worker Timothy to do this that Timothy might enjoy the                   
Lord as he did—2 Tim. 2:22. 

 

 
 
 
   



WEEK 3—DAY 1 
Morning Nourishment 

Luke 
15:23 

And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us                   
eat and be merry. 

1 Cor. 
5:8 

So then let us keep the feast, not with old leaven,                     
neither with the leaven of malice and evil, but with                   
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Eph. 
3:8 

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace                       
given to announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable               
riches of Christ as the gospel. 

[The  fattened calf in Luke 15:23 signifies] the rich Christ (Eph.                     
3:8), killed on the cross for the believer's enjoyment. God's salvation                     
has two aspects: the outward, objective aspect, signified by the best                     
robe, and the inward, subjective aspect, signified by the fattened calf.                     
Christ as our righteousness is our salvation outwardly; Christ as our                     
life for our enjoyment is our salvation inwardly. The best robe enabled                       
the prodigal son to meet his father's requirements and satisfy his                     
father, and the fattened calf satisfied the son's hunger. Hence, the                     
father and the son could be merry together. (Luke 15:23, footnote 1) 

The feast [in 1 Cor. 5:8] refers to the Feast of Unleavened Bread                         
as the continuation of the Passover (Exo. 12:15­20). It lasted for seven                       
days, a period of completion, signifying the entire period of our                     
Christian life, from the day of our conversion to the day of rapture.                         
This is a long feast, which we must keep not with the sin of our old                               
nature, the old leaven, but with unleavened bread, which is the Christ                       
of our new nature as our nourishment and enjoyment. Only He is the                         
life supply of sincerity and truth, absolutely pure, without mixture,                   
and full of reality. The feast is a time for the enjoyment of the                           
banquet. The entire Christian life should be such a feast, such an                       
enjoyment of Christ as our banquet, the rich supply of life. (1 Cor. 5:8,                           
footnote 1) 

The apostle announced not doctrines but the riches of Christ. The                     
riches of Christ are what Christ is to us, such as light, life,                         
righteousness, and holiness, what He has for us, and what He                     
accomplished, attained, and obtained for us. These riches of Christ are                     
unsearchable and untraceable. (Eph. 3:8, footnote 3) 

Today’s Reading 
Let us continue to consider the living of the jubilee, that is, the                         

kind of life that lives in the jubilee. We pointed out in the foregoing                           
message that this is a life of resting in the good land and of enjoying                             

the riches of the good land. Our Christian life should be a life full of                             
liberty, freedom, and release, a life full of rest, satisfaction, and                     
enjoyment. 

A LIFE OF ENJOYMENT 

Luke 15:23 indicates that the Christian life should be a life of                       
enjoyment: “And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us eat                       
and be merry.” The result of the prodigal son’s coming back to his                         
father’s house was that he and all those in the house could eat, drink,                           
and be merry. This indicates that we should eat Christ as the fattened                         
calf, drink the life­giving Spirit, and be merry in the enjoyment of the                         
Triune God and in the riches of the Father’s house. 

As we go on to 1 Corinthians 5:8 we see that the Christian life is a                               
feast: “Let us therefore keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with                         
leaven of malice and evil, but with unleavened bread of sincerity and                       
truth.” The feast here refers to the feast of unleavened bread as the                         
continuation of the Passover (Exo. 12:15­20). This feast lasted for                   
seven days, the period of a complete course, signifying the entire                     
period of our Christian life, from the day of our conversion to the day                           
of rapture. This is a long feast which we should keep with unleavened                         
bread, which is Christ as our nourishment and enjoyment. Only He is                       
the life supply of sincerity and truth, absolutely pure, without                   
mixture, and full of reality. Such a feast is a time for enjoyment. The                           
entire Christian life should be a feast and an enjoyment of Christ as                         
the rich supply of life. Therefore, in 1 Corinthians 5:8 Paul charges us                         
to keep the feast with Christ as unleavened bread. 

A feast is not a time for working; rather, it is a time for eating,                             
enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest. In the Christian life Christ should                   
be our food, enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest. 

In Ephesians 3:8 Paul says, “To me, less than the least of all                         
saints, was this grace given, to preach to the nations the unsearchable                       
riches of Christ as the gospel.” Paul preached not the doctrines but                       
the riches of Christ. The riches of Christ are what He is to us, such as                               
light, life, righteousness, and holiness, for our experience and                 
enjoyment. These riches are unsearchable and untraceable. The               
Christian life is a life of enjoying the unsearchable riches of Christ.                       
( Life­study of Luke,  msg. 69, pp. 587­588)   



WEEK 3—DAY 2 
Morning Nourishment 

Phil. 
1:19 

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation                       
through your petition and the bountiful supply of the                 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

2 Cor. 
12:9 

And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you,                       
for My power is perfected in weakness.…  

13:14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of                     
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you                     
all. 

 
The Greek word [for  bountiful supply ] refers to the supplying of all                       

the needs of the chorus by the choragus, the leader of the chorus. The                           
bountiful supply of the all­inclusive Spirit enabled Paul to live and                     
magnify Christ in his sufferings for Him. (Phil. 1:19, footnote 3) 

The grace of the Lord is the Lord Himself as life to us for our                             
enjoyment (John 1:17 and note 1; 1 Cor. 15:10 and note 1), the love of                             
God is God Himself (1 John 4:8, 16) as the source of the grace of the                               
Lord, and the fellowship of the Spirit is the Spirit Himself as the                         
transmission of the grace of the Lord with the love of God for our                           
participation.…The love of God is the source, since God is the origin;                       
the grace of the Lord is the course of the love of God, since the Lord is                                 
the expression of God; and the fellowship of the Spirit is the                       
impartation of the grace of the Lord with the love of God, since the                           
Spirit is the transmission of the Lord with God, for our experience and                         
enjoyment of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy                     
Spirit, with Their divine virtues. (2 Cor. 13:14, footnote 1, paragraphs                     
1 and 2) 

Today’s Reading 
In Philippians 1:19 Paul speaks of the bountiful supply of the                     

Spirit of Jesus Christ. The Christian life is a life of enjoying this                         
bountiful supply. 

In 2 Corinthians 12:9 we see that Paul experienced and enjoyed                     
the grace of Christ: “And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for                             
you, for My power is perfected in weakness.” Then in 2 Corinthians                       
13:14 Paul goes on to say, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and                           
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”                             
To be sure, the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of                             
the Holy Spirit are for our enjoyment. The grace of the Lord is the                           
Lord Himself as life to us for our enjoyment, the love of God is God                             
Himself as the source of the grace of the Lord, and the fellowship of                           

the Spirit is the Spirit Himself as the transmission of the grace of the                           
Lord with the love of God for our participation. The result of the                         
enjoyment of the grace of the Lord, the love of God, and the fellowship                           
of the Spirit is satisfaction, and the issue of this enjoyment and                       
satisfaction is rest. All Christians should have this enjoyment,                 
satisfaction, and rest. 

However, only a small minority of Christians daily are enjoying                   
the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Spirit.                           
Where are we with respect to this enjoyment? Many of us are laboring                         
and are full of anxiety and worry. Furthermore, we have many                     
expectations or dreams. Eventually, because these dreams are not                 
fulfilled, we are disappointed and have suffering. Many among us                   
daily are laboring, worrying, dreaming, and suffering. Someone may                 
dream of becoming rich, but this dream leads to disappointment and                     
suffering. Human life is a life of laboring, worrying, dreaming, and                     
suffering. 

Some believers who are still laboring, worrying, dreaming, and                 
suffering may say, “I thought that life would be better after I became                         
a Christian, but it’s about the same. What, then, is the purpose of                         
being a Christian?” Because of questions such as this, a number of                       
Christians have been attracted to the teaching concerning prosperity,                 
the teaching which claims that Christians can become rich and                   
successful. Nevertheless, it is a fact that most Christians are laboring,                     
worrying, dreaming, and suffering. Furthermore, most, whether they               
are a success or a failure, are going in a downward direction.                       
( Life­study of Luke,  msg. 69, pp. 588­589) 
 
   



WEEK 3—DAY 3 
Morning Nourishment 

1 Cor. 
15:10 

But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace                           
unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the                         
contrary, I labored more abundantly than all of them,                 
yet not I but the grace of God which is with me. 

2 Cor. 
12:9 

And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you,                       
for My power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly                 
therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that                 
the power of Christ might tabernacle over me. 

 
Grace, mentioned three times in this verse, is the resurrected                   

Christ becoming the life­giving Spirit (v. 45) to bring the processed                     
Triune God in resurrection into us to be our life and life supply that                           
we may live in resurrection. Thus, grace is the Triune God becoming                       
life and everything to us....It is by this grace that Saul of Tarsus, the                           
foremost of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15­16), became the foremost apostle,                   
laboring more abundantly than all the apostles. His ministry and                   
living by this grace are an undeniable testimony to Christ's                   
resurrection. (1 Cor. 15:10, footnote 1) 

Not I but the grace of God equals  no longer I...but...Christ in Gal.                         
2:20. The grace that motivated the apostle and operated in him was                       
not some matter or some thing but a living person, the resurrected                       
Christ, the embodiment of God the Father who became the                   
all­inclusive life­giving Spirit, who dwelt in the apostle as his                   
everything. (1 Cor. 15:10, footnote 2) 

...Sufferings and trials are often ordained by the Lord for us that                       
we may experience Christ as grace and power. Hence, in spite of the                         
apostle’s entreaty, the Lord would not remove the thorn from the                     
apostle. (2 Cor. 12:9, footnote 1) 

For the sufficiency of the Lord’s grace to be magnified, our                     
sufferings are required; for the perfectness of the Lord's power to be                       
shown forth, our weakness is needed. Hence, the apostle would most                     
gladly boast in his weaknesses that the power of Christ might                     
tabernacle over him. Grace is the supply, and power is the strength,                       
the ability, of grace. Both are the resurrected Christ, who is now the                         
life­giving Spirit dwelling in us (1 Cor. 15:45; Gal. 2:20) for our                       
enjoyment. (2 Cor. 12:9, footnote 2) 

Today’s Reading 

THE THREE KINDS OF LABOR IN HUMAN LIFE 

If we read the Bible carefully, we shall see that there are three                         
kinds of labor in human life, not including working at a job to earn a                             

living. The first kind of labor is the labor to be a good person, to have                               
good behavior, and to improve one’s character. In this labor people                     
struggle to be humble, patient, and loving. In the Bible, especially in                       
the New Testament, to work means to do such things. But no one can                           
be saved by works (Eph. 2:8­9). This means that no one can be saved                           
by the works of trying to improve one’s behavior and character, to                       
keep the law, and to be good, patient, kind, and honest. This kind of                           
effort is a real labor, and in the New Testament this is called work.  

According to the Bible, the second kind of labor is to worry, to be                           
anxious. What a hard job it is to labor under anxiety! If you could do                             
your job day by day without having any anxiety, you would be a                         
healthy person. However, you may spend more hours each day                   
worrying than you do working. Can you say that you have not had any                           
anxiety, any worry, so far today? Day by day, everyone is anxious. You                         
may be anxious about your health, your job, or a great many other                         
things. I, of course, am not an exception. I have learned from                       
experience that the only way to escape anxiety is to enjoy the Lord.                         
Whenever I am not enjoying Christ, I have anxiety. Christ is versus                       
anxiety. In the Life­study of Philippians we gave a number of                     
messages entitled “A Life Full of Forbearance but without Anxiety.” 

The third kind of labor revealed in the Bible is suffering. Suffering                       
is a very hard labor. When we enjoy God in the jubilee, there should                           
not be any suffering. Paul, for example, suffered from a “thorn in the                         
flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7). Concerning this thorn, he entreated the Lord                     
three times that it might depart from him (v. 8). However, instead of                         
removing the thorn, the Lord said to him, “My grace is sufficient for                         
you.” The Lord seemed to be telling Paul, “No, I shall not remove the                           
thorn, for My grace is sufficient. If you enjoy Me, you will not have                           
any suffering.” 

To say that we shall not have suffering when we enjoy the Lord                         
does not mean that our environment will improve. On the contrary, in                       
many cases the environment changes for the worse. Consider the                   
situation of Paul and Silas in Acts 16. Paul and Silas were cast into                           
prison in Philippi. We would expect that this imprisonment would                   
have been a great suffering for them. However, Paul and Silas were                       
not suffering there in prison—they were enjoying the jubilee. They                   
were singing and praising the Lord. Although they were in prison,                     
they had enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest. ( Life­study of Luke, msg.                   
69, pp. 589­590) 

 
 
 



WEEK 3—DAY 4 
Morning Nourishment 

Matt. 
11:5­6 

The blind receive their sight and the lame walk; the                   
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; and the dead                   
are raised and the poor have the gospel announced                 
to them; and blessed is he who is not stumbled                   
because of Me. 

1 Thes. 
5:16­18 

Always rejoice, unceasingly pray, in everything give             
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for                       
you. 

 
This word [in Matt. 11:6] implies that John the Baptist might                     

have been stumbled because of the Lord, because the Lord did not act                         
on his behalf according to his way. Here the Lord encouraged him to                         
take the way He had ordained for him, that he might be blessed. This                           
blessing is very much related to participation in the kingdom of the                       
heavens. (Matt. 11:6, footnote 1) 

[To  unceasingly pray ] is to have uninterrupted fellowship with                 
God in our spirit. It requires perseverance (Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:2) with                       
a strong spirit (Eph. 6:18). (1 Thes. 5:17, footnote 1) 

[ In everything give thanks  because] all things work together for                   
our good that we may be transformed and conformed to the image of                         
Christ (Rom. 8:28­29). (1 Thes. 5:18, footnote 1) 

[The] clause [ for this is the will of God… ] modifies the three                       
preceding exhortations [in 1 Thes. 5:16­18]. God wants us to live a                       
rejoicing, praying, and thanking life. Such a life is a glory to God and                           
a shame to His enemy. (1 Thes. 5:18, footnote 2) 

Today’s Reading 

A MISTAKEN CONCEPT 

As believers, we should not have the concept that because we are                       
saved, love the Lord Jesus, have given everything to Him, and want to                         
do everything for Him, our environment will be prosperous. No                   
Christian should have this thought. If this is our philosophy of the                       
Christian life, we need to abandon it. Such a view is absolutely wrong. 

Many of those who have served the Lord were martyred. For                     
example, John the Baptist, the forerunner of the New Testament, was                     
beheaded. When John sent two of his disciples to ask the Lord to do                           
something for him, He indicated that He would not do anything (Matt.                       
11:2­5). The Lord went on to say, “Blessed is he who shall not be                           
stumbled in Me” (Matt. 11:6). Here the Lord was indicating to John                       

that He would not do anything to save him from martyrdom; rather,                       
He would leave him in prison to be put to death. Likewise, Peter and                           
Paul were martyred. 

Do you think that being a martyr is a matter of suffering?                       
Actually, anyone who is suffering is not qualified to be a martyr.                       
Martyrdom is an experience of jubilee. One martyr, a British                   
missionary killed in the 1930s in China, said as he was being put to                           
death: “Every martyr’s face is like the face of an angel, and every                         
martyr’s heart is like the heart of a lion.” Stephen was certainly not                         
suffering when he was martyred. When he was about to be stoned, his                         
face shone like that of an angel (Acts 6:15). Instead of suffering,                       
Stephen was enjoying the Lord. 

LOVING THINGS OTHER THAN GOD 

If we feel that in a particular environment we are suffering, this                       
indicates that we still love certain things other than God. If we love                         
God uniquely and wholly, we shall not be troubled by any kind of                         
environment. This is the reason the Lord Jesus indicated that we                     
must love Him more than we love our parents, brothers, sisters, wife                       
or children (Matt. 10:37; Luke 14:26). If we feel that it would be a                           
suffering to lose our parents, children, wife, or husband, this means                     
that we do not love God solely. It means that we place our love on                             
something or someone other than God. If we love God solely, giving                       
our love entirely to Him, having nothing to divide our love, we shall                         
not be bothered by whatever happens to us.  

Suppose you lose your house. Would that be a suffering to you?                       
Would you still be able to praise the Lord, praising Him even for the                           
loss of your house? If losing your house is a suffering and if you would                             
not praise the Lord for it, this indicates that you love your house as                           
well as God, perhaps more than God. If you did not love your house,                           
you would not suffer as a result of losing it. Rather, you would say,                           
“Hallelujah! My house is gone, but my God is not gone. He is more to                             
me now than before. When I had a good house, God was not so much                             
to me. But now that I have lost my house, God has become much more                             
to me.” ( Life­study of Luke,  msg. 69, pp. 590­592) 

 
 
   



WEEK 3—DAY 5 
Morning Nourishment 

Matt.
6:31 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, What shall we                 
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, With what shall we                     
be clothed? 

32  For all these things the Gentiles are anxiously               
seeking. For your heavenly Father knows that you               
need all these things. 

33  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,               
and all these things will be added to you. 

The kingdom people have the divine life of their heavenly Father                     
as their strength to keep the new law of the kingdom. They also have                           
their heavenly Father as the One who cares for their material needs,                       
so that they do not need to be anxious about it. Their heavenly Father                           
is the source of their strength and supply. Hence, they need not be                         
weak or wanting. (Matt. 6:32, footnote 1) 

The Father’s kingdom is the reality of the kingdom of the heavens                       
today, the reality of the church life today, and will be the                       
manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens in the coming age. The                       
Father’s righteousness is the righteousness expressed by the keeping                 
of the new law of the kingdom, as mentioned in [Matt.] 5:20. This                         
righteousness is Christ, who is lived out by the kingdom people. Since                       
the kingdom people seek first the kingdom and the righteousness of                     
their heavenly Father, not only will His kingdom and His                   
righteousness be given to them, but also all that they need will be                         
added to them. (Matt. 6:33, footnote 1) 

Today’s Reading 
As a father of many children and a grandfather to many more                       

grandchildren, I know that every parent wants his children to be                     
successful. Perhaps you would like your children to be apostles,                   
elders, deacons, or deaconesses, or you may want them to be doctors,                       
lawyers, or computer scientists. But how would you feel if none of                       
your children were an apostle, elder, deacon, or deaconess, or if none                       
of them were in a respected profession? Would you be happy or                       
disappointed? Recently I heard someone praising the Lord that his                   
son had become a medical doctor. But I never heard a parent praising                         
the Lord because his child received a failing grade. 

The point of these illustrations is that even seeking Christians                   
may not live a life of jubilee. On the contrary, because they love things                           

other than God, they have suffering instead of enjoyment,                 
satisfaction, and rest. 

We all should do our job; however, we should not labor in the                         
sense of struggling to be good, worrying, dreaming, and suffering. We                     
should be able to say, “I only love my God. He is my portion. Nothing                             
and no one apart from Him is my portion. A new car, a nice house, a                               
good promotion, the top salary—all these are not a real portion to me.” 

NO ANXIETY IN THE JUBILEE 

If we are living in the jubilee, we shall not have any anxiety.                         
Concerning anxiety, the Lord Jesus says, “Do not be anxious about                     
your life, what you should eat and what you should drink; nor for your                           
body, what you should put on....Which of you by being anxious can                       
add one cubit to his stature?...Therefore do not be anxious for                     
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the                     
day is its own evil” (Matt. 6:25, 27, 34). There is no need for us to                               
borrow tomorrow’s anxiety and bear it today. Every day has its own                       
evil. Nevertheless, some saints, young as well as old, borrow anxiety                     
not only from tomorrow but from years to come. This means that some                         
are anxious not only concerning tomorrow but concerning what will                   
happen years from now. Some grandparents may even be anxious                   
concerning their third generation. They actually borrow the anxiety of                   
a future generation and labor under it today. 

Do you know why we are anxious both about today and tomorrow?                       
We are anxious because God does not have the full ground within us.                         
We still give a “corner” of our being to other things, and that corner                           
causes us trouble. However, if we give all the room in our heart to                           
God, we shall not be anxious or troubled by whatever happens to us. If                           
in our hearts there is no ground for anything or anyone other than                         
God, He will always be our enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest. The                     
environment may change, but He remains the same. 

It is very difficult for us to give all the ground in our being to God                               
because we are fallen and have a fallen nature. The very cells and                         
fibers of our physical bodies and our entire soul, including our mind,                       
will, and emotion, are fallen from God, from the enjoyment of God,                       
and from rest in God. We have fallen into many things other than                         
God. Anything, whether good or bad, that is not God Himself can be a                           
source of anxiety. Only God is enjoyment; only God is satisfaction and                       
rest. No matter how good something else may be, it cannot be our                         
enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest. ( Life­study of Luke,  msg. 69, pp.                   
592­593) 
 
   



WEEK 3—DAY 6 
Morning Nourishment 

Acts 
2:21 

“And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name                     
of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Rom. 
10:12 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek,                 
for the same Lord is Lord of all and rich to all who                         
call upon Him. 

2 Tim. 
2:22 

But flee youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness,             
faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out                     
of a pure heart. 

 
...God selects us, redeems us, justifies us, sanctifies us, conforms                   

us, and glorifies us in Christ in order that we may enjoy His                         
unsearchable riches in Christ (Eph. 3:8). The secret to this enjoyment                     
is to call on His name. (Rom. 10:12, footnote 1) 

Calling on the name of the Lord...is the joyful way to drink from                         
the fountain of God’s salvation (Isa. 12:3­4) and the enjoyable way to                       
delight oneself in God (Job 27:10), that is, to enjoy Him. Hence, God’s                         
people must call upon Him daily (Psa. 88:9). Such a jubilant practice                       
was prophesied by Joel (Joel 2:32) concerning the New Testament                   
jubilee. 

In the New Testament, calling on the name of the Lord was first                         
mentioned by Peter, here, on the day of Pentecost, as the fulfillment of                         
Joel's prophecy. This fulfillment is related to God's outpouring of the                     
all­inclusive Spirit economically upon His chosen people that they                 
may participate in His New Testament jubilee. Joel’s prophecy and its                     
fulfillment concerning God's New Testament jubilee have two aspects:                 
on God's side, He poured out His Spirit in the ascension of the                         
resurrected Christ; on our side, we call on the name of the ascended                         
Lord, who has accomplished all, attained unto all, and obtained all.                     
Calling on the Lord's name is vitally necessary in order for us, the                         
believers in Christ, to participate in and enjoy the all­inclusive Christ                     
with all He has accomplished, attained, and obtained (1 Cor. 1:2). It is                         
a major practice in God's New Testament economy that enables us to                       
enjoy the processed Triune God for our full salvation (Rom.                   
10:10­13).... (Acts 2:21, footnote 1, paragraphs 1 and 2) 

Today’s Reading 

A LIFE THAT LIVES GOD 

The life of jubilee, that is, the life that lives in the jubilee, is a life                               
that lives God. When some hear this, they may say, “Isn’t this the                         

victorious life? Isn’t this a holy life, a life of the Spirit?” Yes, the life of                               
jubilee is a victorious and holy life, and it is a life of the Spirit. But                               
although we have heard many messages on living in the Spirit, we                       
still do not live very much in the jubilee. Instead, we have the labor of                             
struggling to improve ourselves, the labor of anxiety, the labor of                     
dreaming, and the labor of suffering. What a hard labor it is to                         
struggle to be good! It is an even harder labor to worry, to have                           
anxiety. It is also a labor to dream, to have expectations. Every kind                         
of expectation is a dream. Finally, there is the labor of suffering.                       
When we have suffering, we cannot have enjoyment, satisfaction, and                   
rest. 

How can we be released from all this labor? The only way to be                           
released is to take the Triune God as our portion. If we call on the                             
name of the Lord Jesus, the all­inclusive Spirit will render us His                       
bountiful supply. Then we shall enjoy God in Christ as the good land                         
flowing with milk and honey, and we shall have enjoyment,                   
satisfaction, and rest. We all need this jubilee. 

The Gospel of Luke leads us into the life of the jubilee. The                         
Man­Savior saves us from bondage into the jubilee. He saves us into                       
the liberty, enjoyment, satisfaction, and rest of God’s jubilee. 

The entire New Testament teaching concerning the Christian life                 
involves the jubilee. When the kingdom comes, we shall enjoy a                     
greater jubilee than we enjoy today. Then in eternity, in the New                       
Jerusalem with the new heaven and new earth, we shall have the                       
greatest jubilee. We shall enjoy God in full as our satisfaction and                       
rest. Today we have a foretaste of this jubilee. 

All day long we should enjoy God as our enjoyment, satisfaction,                     
and rest. We should not struggle, worry, dream, or suffer. Even in the                         
most difficult situation we can still enjoy the Lord. If we give all the                           
ground in us to God and enjoy Him, not even martyrdom will be a                           
suffering to us. Instead of struggle, anxiety, dreams, and suffering, we                     
shall have the all­inclusive processed Triune God as our enjoyment,                   
satisfaction, and rest. The grace of Christ, the love of God, and the                         
fellowship of the Spirit will be ours. This is the enjoyment of the                         
jubilee. ( Life­study of Luke , msg. 69, pp. 593­594) 
 


